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Scrinia)) the arms factories, and the postal system, and had
command over the bodyguard. As master of the ceremonies
he also introduced embassies from abroad, thus performing
the functions of a foreign minister. Assisted by Agentes in
Rebus, who were at the same time couriers and secret police,
he became the highest instrument of imperial control. From
the Agentes in Rebus he formed his own staff; and he filled
many of the highest posts in the civil and military administra-
tion by sending seniors in rank to act as chiefs of staff
(principes). The Quaestor Sam Palatii was the chairman of
the imperial State Council, the Consistorium^ and minister of
justice; in this capacity he drew up drafts of legislation and
answers to petitions with the assistance of the staff of the
Scrinia* Secretaries of State, Magistri Scrimorum, were at his
disposition for other branches of the imperial correspondence.
As finance ministers the Comes Sacrarum Largitionum and
the Comes Rerum Privatarum should be mentioned. The
former derived his name from the largesses (largitwnes)
which the Emperor used to distribute to his soldiers on
certain occasions. He administered the Treasury proper,
which succeeded the Fiscus, into which flowed the tribute
paid in money, taxes paid by the senatorial order, taxes on
trade and industry, and other revenues. Mines and the mint
were also under his control. The Comes Rerum Privatarum
administered the extensive domains belonging to the State,
of which one part was set aside for the exclusive use of the
Court; he also administered the imperial privy purse. The
fact that the lower officials of the central finance departments
were known as Palatini shows the extent to which these
departments were regarded as offices of the Court. It is
therefore not surprising that the highest Court official, the
Lord Chamberlain, Praepositus Sacri Cubiculi, not only
enjoyed a rank equal to the highest State officials, but was
also at an early date entrusted with the administration of the
domains reserved for the upkeep of the Court. Finally a
new official arose to manage the Privy Purse, the Sacellarius^
'steward of the Privy Purse'. As this Privy Purse had again
and again to cover the deficit of the Comes Sacrarum Largi-
tionum^ inevitably it also became a State Treasury, and the
Sacellarius finally replaced the Comes.

